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Nipping dengue in the bud

No-FLY zoNe: MRCB will be the first to use Mousticide, a non-toxic and biodegradable
biolarvicide to combat dengue in KL Sentral and Brickfields

KUALA LUMPUR
streets@nst.commy

ALAYSIAN Resources Cor
poration Bhd (MRCB) has
drawn a long-term envi-

ronmental- plan to fight against
dengue.

In collaboration with the Sci
ence, Technology and Innovation
Ministry (Mosti) and Entogenex In-
dustries Bhd {Entogenex), MRCB
has taken a step further by being
the first to use Mousticide, a non-
toxic and biodegradable biolarvi

ide to combat dengue

MRCRB's managing director Tan
Sri Mohamad Salim Fateh said KI
Sentral and Brickfields would be
first to participate in the anti-
fengue programme.

Salim said the function of Mous
ticide was to kill mosquito larvae.
The product contains two natural
active ingredients — the TMOF
protein and Bt bacteria that work
together to enhance the larvacide
effect 100-fold.

“This is a safe product that is

*harmless to the environment as
well as the public. We want to en
sure that the entire KL Sentral and
Brickfields area is dengue-free.

“It is a long way to achieve this,
and MRCB is taking it one step at a
time. Once the area is free of
dengue, we will move onto the next
location. A special task team will be
monitoring the process of the ap-
plication,” he told a press confer-

ence held at MRCB's office in K1
Sentral, recently.

He said the programme is also in
line with their corporate social re
sponsibility (CSR).

Mosti Minister Datuk Dr Ewon
Ebin, who witnessed the launched
of the product, encouraged other
private and public companies as
well as the public to use Mousticide
as it will help to eradicate mosguito
larvae.

“MRCRB’s initiative signifies a
milestone and through the part-
nership with corporate sectors, we
are able to achieve our goals in
sustaining the environmem in the
country,”

He said EntoGenex is a biotech-
nology company that is dedicated
to create and implement solutions
10 eliminate mosquito borne dis-
Cases.

EntoGenex is supported by Mosti
and is envisioned to develop nat
ural and sustainable solutions that
are safer and more effective than
toxic chemicals, he said.

EntoGenex founder and director
Marcus Francis said the challenge
of mosquito control lies in con-
trolling of their reproduction

“It is easy to use. All you need o
dois just sprinkle the Mousticide in
breeding areas. Larvae dies within
one to six hours after the appli-
cation is applied and the product
lasts up to three weeks.

“We have received positive re-
sponse from several countries such
as Singapore, United States and Sri

Lanka. However, Mousticide will
be applied in three locations in the
Klang Valley and in Kelantan.
“The product is designed for in
door and outdoor use. It was cre-
ated using the mosquito DNA
where it will be eaten by the larvae
after being applied. This will sup-
press its digestive system and kill

Mostl Minister Datuk Dr Ewon Ebin (second from right) with MRCRE group chief executi

the larvaes before they mature,” he
said, adding that the application
was used in Taman Sri Gombak and
Setapak, in 2010.

He said after five months of mon
itoring the areas, no new case was
reported.

He said the product comes intwo
formulations — rice husk (gran-

ve officer Tan Sri
Mohamed Salim Fatih Din (right) spraying Mousticide at the launch. By Khairull Azry Bidin

ules) and powdered. He said the
Mousticide rice husk is applicable
for domestic use and can be ap
plied directly by hand into larvae
breeding sites

The powdered form is used for
large-scale purposes and can be
applied by vehicles with mounted
sprayers.
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A boost for SMES

REBRANDING SIRIM: [ he demands for
' innovation have become more stringent

and complex

HE 2015 Budget again

shows the country is in

good hands. It demon-

strates responsibility in

managing the current
state of the economy and also the
vision to ensure the sustainability
of the nation’s continued well-be-
ing. Kudos to the government.

The 2015 Budget also offers much
opportunity for the constructive
inputs of science in order to ef
fectively deliver many of the pro
posed projects. One which stands
out is the proposal to develop a
National Water Blueprint.

The Academy of Science has al
ways raised this asa mat-
ter of urgency for the
country. The academy,
with its impressive list of
fellows who are former
leaders of science in the
country, would be in the
best position to partic-
ipate in this very impor-
tamt exercise, In fact, the
academy is already
closely scrutinising the
2015 Budget to prepare
the necessary support
mechanisms to realise the aspi-
rations of the government, espe
cially those initiatives where sci
ence can make the difference,

Among the initiatives articulated
in the 2015 Budget, one which also
captures the attention of the sci
entific fraternity in the country is
the proposal to rebrand Sirim (for-
merly known as the Standards and
Industrial Research Institute of
Malaysia).

Over the years, Sirim has been an
important instrument of applied
research and development (R&D)
in the country. It has served the
nation well, not only in developing
new technologies for industry, but
also in crafting the necessary stan-
dards of international standing for
the country.

But times have changed. The
world has become more compet-
itive, There are also new entrants to
the global competition. And the
demands for innovation are more
stringent and complex.

The manufacturing economy; for
example, has also witnessed drastic
change where design and innova-
tion are prerequisiles. Both have
become more strategic. Not to
mention the need for manufac-
turing to be more resource efficient
and sustainable. Rebranding Sirim
should aim to help rejuvenate its
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capability to meet the new de-
mands of industrial R&D. Strength-
ening the link between Sirim and
the small and medium enterprises
(SMEs) is crucial. The budget's SME

Technology Penetration and Up-

grading Programme is a step in the
right direction.

Over the years, the role of SMEs
in the economy has turned more
prominent. Currently, SMEs con
tribute 33 per cent to gross do-
mestic product (GDP) and the share
is targeted to increase to 41 per cent
by 2020. There is no doubt in-
novation can help realise this tar-
geL.

In fact, studies in many
countries have shown
that SMEs are more adept
at innovation than their
bigger counterparns. This
Is especially glaring in the
knowledge-based SMEs,
We all know how Mi-
crosoft, Facebook and Ap-
ple all started, of course.
They all had their begin-
nings as SMEs. Now they
are all powerful global
companies. But this can
happen in such developed
economies as the United States be-
cause of their more mature inno-
vation ecosystem. We still have dif-
ficulties there. We need to learn
from the more successful models of

=

countries which have achieved suc
cess in SME innovation ecosys
tem.

Among the Asian nations, Tai-
wan and South Korea are two can
didate countries we may want to
consider. In Europe, Germany is
another example. The Fraunhofer
network of applied research has
been the subject of much study. Its
effective academy-industry link
age Is cited as the key success factor
of SME innovation in Germany.

Sirim may want to establish
strategic partnerships to adopt and
adapt some of these successful in
novation models. However, at the
end of the day we must eventually
develop our own model, taking into
account the local culture as well as
our stage of development. It would
not be constructive to adopt other
country’s models in total. Adjust
ments are necessary.

It is made clear in the 2015 Bud
get that we as a nation are moving
into an era of intensely competitive
global market place. We are living +
in a global economy where inno-
vation can make a difference to
competitiveness. Not investing in
innovation is no longer an option
It has become an imperative

We have the resources to do it
provided we put in place the right
innovation ecosystem. Over the
years we have implemented many
instruments of innovation. They
just need some fine tuning.

The SME sector is obviously the
target group where innovation is
most needed. And Sirim is the right
technology partner for SMFs. Re
branding Sirim is, therefore, the
way forward.

r :
Over the years, Sirim has been an important instrument of applied
research and development in the country.
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By RAZAK AHMAD
and NEVILLE SPYKERMAN
newsdesk@thestar.com.my

PETALING JAYA: Climate change
could be the reason for unusually
high rainfall and long dry spells, but
it is not the underlying cause for
incidents such as landslides or flash
floods.

The real culprit in such cases, said
Centre for Environment, Technology
and Development Malaysia(Cetdem)
executive director Anthony Tan, is
improper drainage and poorly
planned and managed urban devel-
opment.

“When a flash flood hits Kuala
Lumpur and submerges parked cars,
some people blame climate change. |
think we should ask about the state
of the city’s drainage, its mainte-
nance and whether it was originally
designed to handle the volume of
development that exists today,” said
Tan.

Citing another example, he said
some people would say that an
orphanage hit by a landslide was an
act of God.

“We should also ask why the
orphanage was allowed to be located
there.”

Tan said the frequency and sever-
ity of Pacific Ocean hurricanes and
South China Sea typhoons in recent
years appeared to be increasing,
which could be an indication of
changing climate patterns,
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Poor drainage causing floods

KL’s system not up to par W|th development savs Cetdem

Waterlogged: When it rains, it pours in Kajang and the residents have been hard hit, with reported incidents this year of
flooding taking place almost every other month.

Malaysia is fortunate as it is pro-
tected to a certain extent from the
full brunt of typhoons as the country
1s “buffered” by Sumatra, Java, the
Philippines and Sulawesi.

Tan said the"

Department (MetMalaysia
would be the most qualified to
determine whether the country was
facing the effects of climate change.

“Even if we are getting more floods
due to heavier rainfall. our drainage

system has not been up to par with
development that is taking place.
We should not say that the problem
is only due to the weather,” he
added.
MetMalaysia deputy director-gen-
eral Alui Bahari said that although
Monday's twister in Kedah was a
rare phenomenon; tofnadoes do
occur in Malaysia but infrequently.
No injuries were reported but as
many as 10 homes and a school

were damaged during the incident
at 4.30pm.

Alui, who rushed to Kampung Alor
Besar, Pendang, after the tornado
struck, said they had received other
reports over the years but had no
concrete data about extreme weath-
er events in the country.

“Even villagers there said they had
had tornadoes before but they can't
remember when they occured,” he
added.
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